Business of Green » Business Blog » International Herald Tribune » Blog Archive » ... Page 1 of 4

TT T =

Zowwi -+ Herald Eribune -

THE WOALE | ALY MOWERAFTE

bl

3 I diz h"'..'.l' "'-. L

INTERNATIONAL

Herald Eribune sloos

THE GLOBAL EIMTION OF THE NEW YORK TIMES

iht.com Business Culture Sports Opinion
AMERICAS EUROPE ASIA/PACIFIC AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST | TECH/MEDIA STYLE HEALTH [
TRAVEL PROPERTIES BLOGS DISCUSSIONS SPECIAL REPORTS AUDIONEWS

J ‘% Business of Green

A Global Dialogue on the Environment

Jun

20

2008
12:17pm

Holding car companies like Toyota to acc
advertising

:Posted by James Kanter in Consumer Consciousness, Automobiles, General
As car companies increasingly pander to buyers looking to go green, environmentalists are fighting back with some demands of their own.

Environmentalists have successfully complained about a number of advertisements to national advertising standards authorities, which have found thc
is an advertisement for Toyota’s hybrid vehicle Prius.

The Belgian advertising authority, Le Jury d’Ethique Publicitaire, said this week that a recent advertisement for the Prius in the European Voice newsg
which is mandatory under Belgian rules. The authority also said Toyota used a misleading slogan that wrongly suggested the car emitted no carbon w

Now groups including Friends of the Earth Europe and Greenpeace have established a website to help citizens shopping for a new car to press car m
www.advertiseco2.eu, encourages consumers to scan advertisements that do not clearly display CO2 emissions and upload a complaint to the site.

The groups also are pressing for car companies in Europe to be obliged to devote 20 percent of space in advertisements to information on fuel econol
car advertisements resemble some cigarette packages, which now contain large warnings.

Does that seem overly prescriptive? Or do you think that might make a real difference to the way car buyers make their decisions?
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