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No Environmental Justice for Communities 

About Rougier and SFID 
SA Rougier is a logging company with its headquarter in Paris, France. Rougier 
operates on a global scale through its subsidiaries. In Cameroon, Central Africa, SFID 
(headquarter in Douala, Cameroon) and other subsidiaries are responsible for the 
exploitation. 
 
WHAT ROUGIER HAS SIGNED UP TO  

With principles such as “…save and respect the raw material” and “…promote and 
valorise a better usage of species” Rougier claims to be a responsible actor in its use 
of resources. The company’s home page is decorated with phrases like: “Full of this 
love for wood, ROUGIER participates today in the different professions of the wood 
industry and to the economic and social development of the countries where its 
subsidiaries are located”.1 
 
ROUGIER is member of the “European Foundation for the preservation of the 
African forest resource” which “promotes sustainable forestry development” and 
“engage in the application and promotion of a Code of Conduct” which “respond in 
a very concrete manner to the concerns of sustainable forest management, and also to 
the problems of illegality and bad governance”2. 
 
ROUGIER is also member of the “ International Technical Tropical Timber 
Association” (ATIBT) a non-political NGO which promotes “sustainable 
management of the tropical forest resource3”  and "the necessary balance between 
ecology and economy that is otherwise known as harmonious and sustainable 
development." “The problems of deforestation, illegal logging and bad governance” 
are presented as being “at the heart” of their preoccupations4.5 
 

ROUGIER LOGS, FARMERS SUFFERS 

In the Southern region of Cameroon 
villager’s livelihoods have been 
destroyed, due to illegal exploitation of 
the tropical forest. 
 
In May 1999 Rougier’s subsidiary SFID 
entered the agricultural plantations in the 
villages of Djoum, without having a 
valid licence to exploit forestry reserves, 
                                                 
1 http://www.rougier.fr/gb/rougier.htm, 2004-11-29  
2 http://www.etfrn.org/etfrn/newsletter/nl29_on.html, 2005-01-30;  
http://www.ifiasite.com/index.php?rub=Foundation&langue=en,  2005-01-30. 
3 http://atibt.com/en/atibt.php, 2005-01-30 
4 http://www.atibt.com/en/atibt.php?page=edito, 2005-01-30. 
5 http://www.etfrn.org/etfrn/newsletter/nl29_on.html, 2005-01-30. 
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and without the knowledge and consent of the villagers. In addition, the company 
created a number of access roads in order to enter these forest areas, with the roads 
traversing the farmers’ fields. These illegal operations lead to the destruction of a 
significant part of the villagers’ agricultural resources, and a number of farmers 
remain unable to resume their previous agricultural activities (fruit-trees and cacao), 
which represented their only source of income.  
 

SFID refused to provide the victims with 
compensation, and the local authorities 
failed to ensure that the company 
behaved responsibly. The victims filed a 
complaint with the Prosecutor of the 
Republic of Cameroon. This inexplicably 
failed to result in a proper investigation 
of their allegations, as a consequence of 
the written declaration of SFID 
representative not to submit himself to 
the judge's investigation6. Faced with this 

administrative and legal failure to provide redress, the victims decided to invoke the 
jurisdiction of the French courts towards SFID and their French holding company SA 
Rougier. This was the first time in France that foreigners brought a lawsuit against a 
company for damages which occurred outside of France.  
 
However on February the 13, 2004 the French Appeal Court published the negative 
outcome for the seven Cameroonian planters and Friends of the Earth France, who 
also joined the case. The Appeal Court rejected the case, with the reference to Article 
113-5 of the Criminal Code, which fixes that France may pursue “… whoever is an 
accomplice in the territory of the Republic of a crime or misdemeanour committed 
abroad if the crime or misdemeanour is punishable under both French law and the 
foreign law, and if it has been established by a final decision of the foreign court”.  
 

The Appeals Court judged that the 
plaintiffs had not provided adequate 
proof of the alleged impossibility of 
obtaining a penal conviction in 
Cameroon, although the complaint 
arises from very serious allegations of 
corruption by the French managers of 
SFID in Cameroon. This corruption 
explains in large part the impossibility 
for the victims to obtain justice in a 
Cameroonian civil or criminal 
jurisdiction and their decision to bring 
a legal action in France. 

 
                                                 
6 Correspondence with Samuel Nguiffo, Friends of the Earth Cameroon, 2005-10-11. 

A logging road in Djoum area. 
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Such a court decision amounts to make the plaintiffs suffer the consequences of the 
acts of corruption they denounce, and in a way “compensates” the corruptor who, 
after having bought his impunity in Cameroon, also obtains it in France. 
 
WHAT DIFFERENCES WOULD BINDING ROLES MAKE ? 

The judicial obstacles to this complaint highlight how flagrantly ill-suited French law 
is to the realities of globalisation. Certain archaic national legal provisions, and their 
judicial interpretation, seriously handicap efforts to end the impunity from which 
certain multinationals benefit.  
 
After the negative court decision in February 2004, the plaintiffs have consequently 
lodged an appeal to the Supreme Court, in the hope of annulment of the judgment of 
the Appeal Court. They are still waiting for the decision.   
 
While waiting for the court decision, there is an ongoing land dispute between the 
company and the communities in Djoum, for land supposedly borrowed by the 
communities to SFID, and registered in the company’s name7. 
 
 
More information 
¨  Friends of the Earth France, http://www.amisdelaterre.org/ 
¨  Friends of the Earth Cameroon, http://www.africa-environment.org/ced/  
¨  Reports on Illegal logging in Cameroon, http://www.africa-environment.org/ced/, go to 

Publications, Documents Tematiques, English versions.  
 
All main information was provided by Samira DAOUD, Association SHERPA, and originates from 
Dossier de Presse, 2004-02-19, Les Amis de la Terre, France, and from a Press Release 2004-02-19 by 
Les Amis de la Terre, France. Specifically footnoted information is researched by Linda Nilsson, 
Friends of the Earth Europe. Editorial work has been done by Linda Nilsson. Photos were provided by 
Samuel Nguiffo, Friends of the Earth Cameroon. 

                                                 
7 Ibis. 


