To:
European Commission


Secretariat General


Directorate E


SG-E-3


Gerard Legris


Head of Unit

Brussels, May 7 2009

Dear Mr. Legris,

We have received your letter from May 5th, regarding the complaint that was submitted by FoE Europe about the registration of BUSINESSEUROPE in the Commission's Register of interest representatives.

Your conclusion is that there is no ground to establish a violation of the Commission's Code of Conduct. However, you provide no argumentation at all. FoE Europe has brought in specific information that raises doubts about the registration of BUSINESSEUROPE. If the Commission is of the opinion that the doubts of FoE Europe are incorrect, we expect that the Commission gives argumentation why it believes that the registration of BUSINESSEUROPE is correct.

Any serious complaint mechanism provides a reasoning and argumentation for a decision. Your letter falls short on this. The European Ombudsman provides such information in its decisions, just like the OECD. EPACA's complaint mechanism also provides arguments for its decision. It is disappointing that the Commission fails to do so, especially as the complaint mechanism is on an issue of transparency.

Please inform us when you will be providing us:

· an argumentation for rejecting our complaint

· a substantiation of the lobby budget of BUSINESSEUROPE that supports that the registration of BUSINESSEUROPE is correct.

Yours,

Paul de Clerck

Head of Economic Justice Program

Friends of the Earth Europe

paul@milieudefensie.nl
