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MEPs vote again for recycling and waste prevention - 
now EU Governments must follow Parliament's 
example

The European Environmental Bureau and Friends of the Earth Europe 
strongly welcomed yesterday's vote in the European Parliament's 
Environment Committee reasserting the need for EU-level targets on 
waste prevention and recycling. Voting on the Waste Framework 
Directive, an overwhelming majority favoured targets for Member 
States to stabilise waste generation by 2012 and to establish EU-wide 
recycling targets of 50% for household waste and 70% for business 
wastes by 2020. 

Nathalie Cliquot, EEB's Waste Policy Officer, said: "We're thrilled to see 
positive results from our long campaign to attain strong but achievable 
targets on waste prevention and recycling. EU-level targets will give a 
true sense of direction to all Member States, and create drivers for 
investments in resource efficient systems. " 
 
It is now up to Member States in Council of Ministers discussions to 
accept the Committee's position if they want to achieve an early 
agreement on the Directive by June.   
  
A study prepared for EEB and Friends of the Earth Europe earlier this 
year has shown significant climate benefits from EU recycling and 
prevention targets. For example the 50% target for recycling household 
and similar wastes by 2020 could save emissions equivalent to more 
than 89 million tonnes of CO2 per year, the same as taking 31 million 
cars off the road. Michael Warhurst of Friends of the Earth Europe said, 
"The climate and resource efficiency benefits of these recycling and 
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prevention targets are substantial - it is now time for EU Member States 
to accept their importance so that they can become law. Citizens can 
help by contacting their Environment Minister through 
www.loverecycling.eu." 
 
The Environment Committee vote also repeated support for separate 
collection of materials, including biowaste, and for preferences for the 
recycling of biowaste and waste oils versus other methods of treatment. 
Unfortunately, the Committee narrowly approved the re-branding of 
certain municipal waste incinerators as "recovery", despite little 
evidence that this would encourage better environmental performance 
of incinerators. However, MEPS also accepted a two-year review clause 
to determine if re-branding results in improved energy performance of 
incinerators.  
 
Michael Warhurst said "This re-branding of slightly less inefficient 
incinerators as recovery is misguided and counter-productive, and we 
would expect that any future review of this measure will result in its 
deletion." 
 
Nathalie Cliquot commented, "With yesterday's support for targets, 
separate collection and recycling of biowaste and oils, MEPs have taken 
another step toward creating the link between good waste management 
and better resource efficiency. This outcome brings us closer to a more 
sustainable European society." 

The EEB is a federation of more than 140 environmental citizens’ 
organisations based in all EU Member States and most Accession 
Countries, as well as in a few neighbouring countries. These 
organisations range from local and national, to European and 
international. The aim of the EEB is to protect and improve the 
environment of Europe and to enable the citizens of Europe to play their 
part in achieving that goal. 
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