President Juncker

European Commission

Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200
1049 Brussels

Belgium

Brussels22" March2016

Subject: CAP Fitness CheClan the CAP deliver a sustainable European food and farming system?

Dear President Juncker,

CC: First VieRresidentTimmermansYicePresidenGeorgievaCommissioneHogan,

The undersigned orgasdtions active in farming,development, environment, climate, animal welfafeod
systemsand public healthappeal to you to consider a review of the Europear fand farming systenwe
believe that this system largelybroken and that e main policy currently addressing-ithe Common
Agricultural Polic CAP)— requires an urgent assessment, as it seenm equipped to address the
fundamental challenges th&urope is facing in this sector

Some of the mostmportantindicators of the state of thfood and farming systein Europencludean unfair
systemfor farmers a constant crisis oragricultural marked a continuous decline in the state of natural
resaurces failuresin deliveingon animal welfarenegativepublichealthoutcomes andsevee negative impacts
beyond Eur opeease seferiadmak & forshe facts and figurés The CAP has not only failed to
prevent these problems but in many easas exacerbated them.

In the context of theEuropean Commission's Regulatory Fithess and Perforn@E¢dTprogramme the

Commission has in receygarscarried out Fitnessh@cks for numerous policigacluding several areas of EU
environmental leglationsuch aghose concerninfreshwater, wastebirds and habitatBy contrastthe CAP,

which accounts foelmost 40% of the EU Budgégs notyet been identified for suckan evaluation.We

believe that hisrepresentsa missed opportunityespecidy in light of the issues raised aboaed outlined in

Annex lwhichclearlys uggest this policy’'s inability to address

I n | ight of Bettar&gulatomagensiasinglevelsof Euroscepticism which are challengimg th
EU and its ability to reform itseHind the factthat an increasing number governmens are facing severe
budget constraintsthe time has come to fundamentglquestionthe CARandverify whether it is good value

for money and whether it fulfilits objectives. Thishallenge cannot be addressed by a limited exercise, such
as the previous round of reformpr with the foreseenmarginal changes tils‘ g r e ecompanent.The
undersigned organisations consider thafitaessCheckprocess will ensurthat fundamental questionsill

be asked abouhe structure of the policy and some of its basic principles, which have been left untouched for



decadesCivil society has already addresgedr Commissiopointing out the needo undergo a BFITof the
CAPa number of times

In order to decide whetheor not it makes sense to maintain theé\Ein its current formand whether the
allocation of substantial budgetary resources towards it is justiiedelieve it is essential emswerall five
FtnessCheck questiongfurther details in Annex 2)

Is the CAleffectivein achieving its objectives

Is the CAlefficientin achieving its objectives?

Is the CARoherentwith other agreed EU political objectives and polties

Is the CAP stélrelevantpolicy?

WhatEU addedraluedoes the CAP provide EJcitizen®

= =4 -4 -4 -4

We strongly believe thabnly a seriousitnessCheck of the CAP wiinsurethat such a policygelives real
benefits to EU citizens, farmers, our environmeoty animalspur health and climatdt is timeto havean
unbiaseddebate about the reform dhe CAPthe EU budgetand other policies that have an effect on our food
and farming system

We hope yowvill listen toour call andake thenecessargtepsto bring forwardthis fundamental deste.
We thank you in advance for your response.

Youssincerely,

Floris Faber, CEO, ACT Alliance EU Laura Sullivan, Europe Regional Director, ActionAi

International

Francisco Panella, President, Bee Life European
Beekeeping Coordination

V (:ﬁp s /‘/Z"/ﬁ'ﬂ—@/ e

Chiistian Schrefel, Chairman, Arche Noah

Philip Lymbery, Chief Executive, Compassion in W

Farming Ariel Brunner, Senior Head of Policy, BirdLife Eurc

lReadtheB. Q& @2dudskodhke European Commission for a CAP Fitness Check.
wSI R (KS 9 9unckRrZCOnuzvsSof @noritids Revis®eth
Some of our organisations also sent a letter to \Rcesident Frans Timmermans on this issue, on 8 March.



http://www.eeb.org/index.cfm?LinkServID=65142F66-5056-B741-DB2CC658A7DE4D51
http://www.eeb.org/index.cfm/library/juncker-commission-political-priorities-revisited/
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Carol Ritchie, Executive DirectdEUROPARC Jeremy Wates, Secretary General, European
Envronmental Bureau

%‘u@e«p %7 ------- —

Nina Renshaw, Secretary General, European Publ

Reineke Hameleers, Director, Eurogroup for Anim: -
Health Alliance

oo

Paolo Di Croce, Secretary General, Slow Food Jorgo Riss, Director, Greenpeace

Genevieve Pons, Director, W\Bifiropean Policy Pierre Sultana, Director, VIER PFOTEN
Office

On behalf 6the undersigned organisatio(@ee all logos in Annex 3)

ACT Alliance EU

ActionAid

AirClim

An Taisce

Arche Noah

Asociacion de apicultores de la Comunidad de Madrid (Apiscam
Asociacion RedMontafas

Asociacion Trashumancia y Naturaleza

Association of Italian Chiropractors

Austrian Caving Association (Verband Osterreichischer Héhlenforscher)
Austrian Green Farmers Association

Bee Life European Beekeeping Coordination

BirdLife Aistria

BirdLife Cyprus

BirdLife Europe

Bread for the World

Brinzal

Bulgaria in Europe



Bulgarian society for the protection of birds
BUND (Friends of the Earth Germany)
CCEG/ECCG

CEEweb for Biodiversity

Centre for Sustainable Alternatives

Clean Air Actiofsroup

Coastwatch

Compassion World Farming

Confederacion en Defensa de la Abeja en la Cornisa Cantabrica CODACC
Czech Society for Ornithology

Danish Ecological Council

Dansk Ornitologisk Forening

Deutsche Umwelthilfe e.(Environmental Action Germany)
Deutscher Naturschutzring (DNR)

EFNCP

Estonian Society for Nature Conservation
Eurogroup for Animals

EuroNatur

EUROPARC

Europe and We Bulgaria

European Alcohol Policy Alliance (Eurocare)
European Central Council of Homeopaths
European Environmental Burea

European Heart Network (EHN)

European I nstitute of Women’s Health
European Public Health Alliance
EUUmweltburo

Federacidn de Asociaciones de Apicultores de Cantabria FACC
Fédération IntefEnvironnement Wallonie

Federation of Environmental Organizatioh£yprus

FERN

France Nature Environnement

France Nature Environnement ProveidpesCotes d'Azur
FRAPNA, Federation Rheklpes de Protection de la Nature
Friends of the Earth Europe

Fundatia ADEPT Transilvania

Green Action Association (Zold Akci6 Hijgs

GREEN BALKAN®deration of Nature Conservation NGO's
Greenpeace

Health Equalities Group

HOS/BirdLife Greece

IOGINTO

Justice and Environment

L'Associazione Medici per 'Ambient&DE lItalia

Latvian Fund for Nature

Latvian Ornithological Sotyie

Ligue pour la Protection des Oiseaux (LPO)

Lipu- BirdLife Italy

Lithuanian Ornithological Society

LPN-Liga para a Protec¢cdo da Natureza



Natagora

natur&émwelt

Naturefriends International
Naturschutzbund Deutschland e.V. (NABU)
Natuurpunt

New WaterCulture Foundation (FNCA)
OBV- Via Campesina Austria

OTOP

PAN Italy

QUERCUS

Raptor Protection of Slovakia

Rhodope mountains without borders

Rural platform of Slovakia

Scottish Health Action on Alcohol Problems
Sindicato Labrego Galego

Slow Food

Slow Fod Youth Network

Smoke Free Partnership

Sociedade Portuguesa para o Estudo das Aves
SOL=-People for solidarity, ecology and lifestyle, Austria

SOS/BirdLife Slovakia

Suomen luonnonsuojeluliitte The Finnish Association for Nature Conservation

Sustainabl&Vater Network (SWAN)
Sustainble Food Trust
Swedish Society for Nature Conservation

The Danish Society for Nature Conservation / Danmarks Naturfredningsforening

Vereniging Natuurmonumenten
Vereniging Nederlands Cultuurlandschap
Vier Pfoten

Vogelbescherminiederland

Welthaus Di6zese Gr&eckau

WWF



Annex 1: The State of Europe’'s Food and Farming Sy

- An unfair system for farmer&U farms are disappearing at an alarming rate; between 2003 and 2013 just
over 4 million holdings (one out of every foarnfis) disappeared in the EU, while the total area used for
agriculture remained almost stable. This means increasing agricultural concentration, with a 38% increase in
the average area of EU farms, from 11.7 hectares in 2003 to 16.1 hectares?irL20&8 forces at farm level
dropped by 30% while around70% of the CAP direct payments are still going to only 20% of the farmers

- A constant crisisniagricultural marketsGlobally, farmers have seen their share of the market price shrink.
Most of themoney spent by consumers goes to intermediaries, traders, and retailers rather than farmers
themselved Almost on a monthly basis, farmers protest throughout Europe because they can no longer keep
their head above water. In the face of such a dire sanathe only policy responses seem totbmporary

crisis management measures, which cost a significant amount of money to taxpayers andploenotto
provide structural solutions for the future.

- Continuous decline in the state of natural resourdé® agricultural sector is also the primary source of
diffuse pollution which significantly affects 90% of river basin districts, 50% of surface water bodies, and 33%
of groundwater bodies throughout the £Un many countries, farmers with close dependencethe
environment, such as beekeepers, suffer on average over 30% losses to their livBst@€60 greenhouse

gas emissions from agriculture will represent over 30% of total EU enfissions

Biodiversity on farmland keeps decrea&ingnd even MembeiStates themselves acknowledged that
agriculture remains the main sector preventing the EU from reaching its target underdbeuidl Habitats
Directived®. Furthermore, agrobiodiversity (both with regards to the genetic diversity of cultivars and farmed
animals) is plungifg raising questions as to the future resilience of farming systems and breeding efforts
faced with the wide array of agaxological but also soeeronomic challenges to come.

- Failures in delivering on animal welfarenimal agriciture is responsible for the majority of agricultural
activities, through direct animal farming or feed production. While EU citzgmess overwhelming support
for higrer animal welfare standaréét he CAP does not del iDuigtheprevioosi t i zens
CAP period only 0.1% of the CAP budget was spent on animal vifaréhe yearshe policy actually eased

2[onling

3[onling] and[onling]

4 Based upon the study done for the European Parliament that can be downlgexed

5[onlin€

6 Report:The Water Framework Directive and the Floods Directive: Actions towards the 'good status' of EU water and to reduce

flood riskgonling]

7 Epilobee projecfonling]

8[onling

957% of farmland birds have declinbétween1980sand 2013onlin€], while worrying negative trends in wild pollinators are
observedonling] and beekeepers have long been notifying enhanced bee winter losses and disovaersler Zee R, Pisa L,

Andonov S, Brodschneider R, Charrie &t al (2012) Managed honey bee colony losses in Canada, China, Europe, Israel and

Turkey, for the winters of 20@® and 100910. J Apic Res Bee World 51: 40Q4.

10The State of Nature in the European Unjonlin€g

Na2NB GKFYy dn LISNOSyid 2F ONBLI OFNASGASEA IlwhdBwiddahilédHaRBINS R (2 KU
breeds of many domestic animals have been lost (Food and Agricultureni€atian of the United Nations¢gWhat is
Agrobiodiversity», inBuilding on Gender, Agrobiodiversity and Local Knowledli [onling]; alsoinThe{ G 4§ S 2F GKS 2 2 N
Plant Genetic &ources for Food and Agricultut®96

12The2015 Eurobarometeon Animal Welfareshowsvery strong support from EU ditens pnlineg]



http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/7089766/5-26112015-AP-EN.pdf/e18e5577-c2a4-4c70-a8c7-fd758ea7b726
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Farm_structure_statistics
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-area-economics/briefs/pdf/08_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/563386/IPOL_STU(2015)563386_EN.pdf
http://www.fairtrade-advocacy.org/images/Whos_got_the_power-abstract.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/pdf/4th_report/COM_2015_120_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/docs/live-animals_bees_bee-report_2012_2014_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0015
http://www.ebcc.info/index.php?ID=588
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/redlist/downloads/European_bees.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52015DC0219&from=EN
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/y5609e/y5609e00.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/COMMFrontOffice/PublicOpinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2096
http://ec.europa.eu/COMMFrontOffice/PublicOpinion/index.cfm/Survey/getSurveyDetail/instruments/SPECIAL/surveyKy/2096

the transition to an industrialised model of animal farming, negatively affecting the welfare of animals and
driving overproductin, as well as overconsumptiasf,animal products.

- Negative public health outcomes Unheal t hy diet is the EU’s single |
driver of obesit}#. Together with smoking andarmful alcohol consumption it is also the macause of
chronic di seases, responsi bl e #.oRurthetno® emvifonméntak op e’ s

degradation, antibiotic resistance and climate change endanger the significant gains in humeaachesaléd

during the last centu§ ’. A recent LIFE+ project called LiveWell for 13BEs shown that with just a few
simple tweaks to our daily eating choices, those choices would improve our health, remain affordable and
reduce the impact of our eating habits on the climate by a reduction of’2§teenhouse gas emissioirs.
addition, ar pollution, caused to a significant extent by farming practices, is alone responsiver#0,000

early deathsn the ElUevery yeaf.

-Severe negative i mpacilse bEY oh d biggdsrinnporeirahdddypmneddd r s :

food and agricultural produds Eur ope’s meat and dairy products are
feed importd! which cause serious problems in their areas of production, leading to forced evictions and
displacenent of small farmers and indigenous people, loss of employment, loss of biodiversity and increased

food insecurity? 22,

The EU is internationally more competitive now than in the past. In 2015, the EU hadliarilguipo trade

surplus. Since 2009, thalue of EU agripod sector exports has increased rapidly, hindering the structural
development of the agfbod sector in SuSaharan Africa, whose exports have significantly deéiriEde
absence of reference to thecCaAPthhei BRast iohet hatdort
which arein line with the EU's Policy Coherence for Development commitfReshts s i gned t o ensur e
trade policies do richarm nor frustrate the development of adpiod sectors in third countries.

138 Westhoek H, Rood T, van den Berg M, Janse J, Nijdam, D, Reudink M, Stehfest En@®tdjein Puzzld@he Consumption

and Production of Meat, Dairy, and Fish in the European Union. The Hague: Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency

[onling] Chatham Housei(n mn 0 W[ A ®#$&a G807 KI y3SQa C2NH2GGSy {SOG2NY Df2ol ft t
[ 2y adzylaiidez y Q ®

14 The Global Burden of Disease (2013) European Union and European Free Trade Association RegionahlEdition [

15WHO Europe (2012) Action plan for implementation of the European strategy for the Prevention and Contral of Non

communicable Diseases 202016 pnline] and fr discussion on the links between CAP and public health, see report:

European Public Health Alliance (2016) A CAP for Healthy [awiigg].

16 Nick Watts et al. (2015) Health and climate change: policy responses to protect public health. The dualivest. [

17WHO (2014) Aimicrobial Resistance Global Report on Surveillareine]

18] iveWell for LIFE was a project executed by WWH-aedds of Europe between 2011 a?@dl14, andvas cefinanced

GKNRdzZZK GKS 9dzNBLISIY /2YYA&aaA2yQa SYy@ANRBYYSyd FdzyR [LCO9bBO®
19This is for 2012 and a figure otlityked to PM2.5, the totahmount of early deathdue to air pollution will be higher.

[Onling.

20 See point 2 World Trade in Adgfood:The ranking of the top EU world agdod exporters did not change in 2014, after the

EU 28 took ovethe leading position from the US in 2013. EU exports reached Euro 122 billion, with an annual increase of 1.6%.
TheUS is second just behitide EU, and then Brazil on third positidonling]

21The dependency of the EU on proteinh animal feed (around 70 %) mainly based on soya based bean[oréiale]

2] zaGdzRe 2y W@ANIdzZt fFyR INFO6o6oAYIQ 2F (GKS 9! F22R SO02y2YvYe N
35million hain 2007/2008 which is an increase of almost4Bompared to the year 2000. Large scale soy cultivation employs

only 1-2 persons per 400 hectares as compared to 80 people for food crop production on family|[farting]

23[onling]

29/ 3 WCHOGAaKSE@2R2VNDIRSESYy sREKR GKS $2NI RZ JoNdE2dza NBIA2ya | yR
25 Article 3 (5), Article 21 (3) and Article 2008 on the Treaty of the Functioning of the EU


http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/animalwelfare/Protein_Puzzle_web_1.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/livestock-climate-change-forgotten-sector-global-public-opinion-meat-and-dairy
http://www.healthdata.org/sites/default/files/files/policy_report/2013/The%20Global%20Burden%20of%20Disease_Generating%20Evidence%2C%20Guiding%20Poliy%20-%20European%20Union%20and%20Free%20Trade%20Association.pdf
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/170155/e96638.pdf
http://epha.org/spip.php?article6495
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2815%2960854-6/fulltext
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/112642/1/9789241564748_eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.eea.europa.eu/media/newsreleases/many-europeans-still-exposed-to-air-pollution-2015/premature-deaths-attributable-to-air-pollution
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/trade-analysis/map/2015-1_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/fg2_protein_crops_final_report_2014_en.pdf
http://aprodev.eu/files/Trade/aprodev%20cap%20lobby%20brief%204_animal%20feed_final.pdf
https://www.foeeurope.org/sites/default/files/resource_use/2015/5_-_briefing_europe_global_land_demand_7_october.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/trade-analysis/statistics/index_en.htm

Annex2 —Our proposal for théive CARFitness Check questions in detail:

1 Is the CAleffectivein delivering on its objectives of viable food production, sustainable management
of natural resources, climate action, and balanced territorial development?

1 Is theCAPefficient? Are the outcomes and deliverables of the policy proportionate to the amount of
money spent on it? What are their costs and benefits?

1 Is the CARoherentwith other agreed EU political objectives and policies, such dsthe al t h i n
polci es’ obligati on ,iclmate rmitgatids amd agaptation, afd legslationeos
environment, water, air, soibiodiversity animal welfareas well as consumer protection? Is it
coherent with international and global commitments?

1 Is the CR still arelevant policy? How relevant is the CAP to EU citizens and what is their
understanding and level of support for it?

1 WhatEU addedraluedoes the CAP provide to EU citizens? Does it add value that could not be done at
Member State level?



Annex3—Logos of all the signing organisations
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BirdLife

EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA

BirdLife Europe

EUROGROUP
SANIMALS

Eurogroup for Animals

actalliance eu

Formerly APRODEV

ACT Alliance EU

ARCHE NOAH

Arche Noah

» v ‘epha

suropean public health alliance

European Public Health Alliance
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European Environmental Bureau

Friends of
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Europe

Friends of the Earth Europe
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Naturfriends International
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Justice and Environment
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Slow Food
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WWF
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Compassion World Farming

Sustainable Water Network

SWAN

SWAN
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CEEweb for Biodiversity
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The Danish Ecological Council
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Slow Food Youth Network

Green Action Association
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European Forum on
Nature Conservation
and Pastoralism

European Forum on Nature

Consevatinn and Pastaraliam

©BUND

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH GERMANY

BUND
Coastwatch
Coastwatch

fiir die Welt

Bread for the World
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SOS/BirdLife

SLOVENSKO

SOS/BirdLife Slovakia
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Bee Life
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Austrian Green Farmers Associatio
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HEALTH
EQUALITIES
GROUP

Health Equalities Group
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e ADEPT

Natagora Fundatia ADEPT Transilvania
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L greenbalkans.org
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Bulgarian society for the protection of The Finnish Association for Nature =~ GREE BALKANSFederation of
birds Conservation Nature Conservation NGO's
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HELLENIC ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY N A B u

Estonian Society for Nature
Hellenic Ornithological Society Naturschutzbund Deutschland e.V Conservation

Natuurmonumenten

FRANCE NATURE

ENVIRONNEMENT

Fédération IntetfEnvironnement

Wallonie Natuurmorumenten

France Nature Environnement
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8 An Taisce fiaseis
(ahq] as(ﬁﬁ' The National Trust for Ireland

Latvian Fund for Nature An Taisce Quercus
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I 'Assnciazinone Medici ner I'Amhiente

AGIR pourla ,
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Ligue pour la Protection des Oiseau
(LPO)
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Deutscher Naturschutzring

Deutscher Naturschutzring (DNR)
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EccH

EST 1990

European Central Council of
Homeopaths

@ Deutsche Umwelthilfe

Deutsche Umwelthilfe e.V.
(Environmental Action Germany)

FEDERATIONOF
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“W"  ORGANIZATIONSOF

oReE CYPRLUS

Federation of Environmental

Nraanizatinne nf Cunriic

Bulgaria in Europe
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BirdLife
Cyprus

BirdLife Cyprus

fighting heart disease
and stroke
european heart network

Cen

European Heart Netork (EHN)
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para a protecgdo do natureza

Liga para a Protecgdo da Natureze

Austrian Caving Association (Verbar
Osterreichischer Hohlenforscher)

* Swedish Society for Nature Conservation

Swedish Society for Nature
Conservation

Danmarks
Naturfredningsforening

The Danish Society for Nature
Conservation

€urare

European Alcohol Policy Alliance

European Alcohol Policy Alliance
(Eurocare)
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ASSOCIAZIONE ITALIANA CHIROPRATICI

ASSOCIATION OF ITALIAN CHIROPRACTORS

Association of Italian Chiropractors

Scottish Health Action on Alcohol
Problems Federation SEPANSO Aquitaine

Smoke Free

‘f/\‘ Partnershi
' a world without mhawe
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EUROPE ANDN\WE

Smoke Free Partnership
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Vereniging Nederlands
Cultuurlandschap

Latvian Ornithological Society CCEG/ECCG
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Asociacion de Apicultores
FEDERACION DE ASOCIACIONES de La Comunidad de Madrid

Confederacién en Defensa de la Abe] B o Asociacion de apicultores de la
en la Cornisa Cafbrica CODACC Comunidad de Madrid

RedMoOntanas

www.redmontanas.org

Association
Rhodope mountains without borders
Sociedade Portuguesa para o Estu
Asociacién RedMontafias das Aves Rhodope mountains without borders
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IOD Vogelbescherming BirdLife
NEDERLAND OSTERREICH
Lithuanan Ornithological Society Vogelbescherming Nederland BirdLife Austria

Asociacion
Trashumancia
y Naturaleza

Brinzal

Asociacién Trashumancia y
Centre for Sustainable Alternatives Naturaleza Brinzal

A

| | | ' Dansk
Ornitologisk

Forening

MAKING THE EU WORK
FOR PEOPLE & FORESTS

Raptor Protection of Slovakia Fern Dansk Ornitologisk Forening
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via campesina austria

OBV-Via Carpesina Austria

comisions labregas

‘ sindicato
labrego galego

Sindicato Labrego Galego

P
AirClim

Air Pollution & Climate Secretariat

AirClim

4 ;@'R!

Lipu- BirdLife Italy

Vidiecka platforma natur&émwelt s

Rural platform of Slovakia natur&emwelt

\

FUNDACION
Nueva Cultura del Agua

69 Sustainable Food Trust

New Water Culture Foundation
(FNCA) Sustainable Food Trust

act:onaid

ActionAid



