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European Commission revised proposal on regulatory cooperation – 21
st

 

March 2016  

 
The European Commission has released new documents outlining its position on key 
aspects of the EU-US trade negotiations – including regulatory cooperation and good 
regulatory practices.1 
 
According to Friends of the Earth Europe, the key points of the proposal are as follows: 
 

• The text confirms the use of mutual recognition, harmonisation and simplification 
as tools towards regulatory convergence. All of these will result in delaying, 
weakening or even stopping new and existing standards that protect citizens and 
the environment. 

 
• It confirms dangerous practices and trends already identified under the EU’s better 

regulation package2, including a strong focus on impact assessments (which are 
often used in a bias way, looking at costs for businesses but ignoring the benefits 
of regulations) and revising existing regulations with the aim of increasing 
companies’ profits. In general the entire proposal is focusing on reducing burdens 
for companies, rather than improving legislation in the interest of citizens, in 
particular when it comes to environment or social protections. 

 
• The proposal side-lines parliaments by providing the US authorities and business 

lobbyists for opportunities to provide input before elected officials have their say. 
The pressure from these external stakeholders can already result in significant 
weakening or delaying of legislative proposals before the European Parliament or 
Member States see them. This is undermining democratic decision making 
processes. 

 
• The regulatory cooperation body is not on the table anymore, although the 

proposal foresees an institutional set up – of which form remains to be defined – 
for horizontal regulatory cooperation. 

 
• The emphasis on stakeholders effectively provides businesses with numerous 

opportunities to lobby, including by introducing an obligation to provide them with 
information. Considering the significant imbalance of resources between 
businesses and civil society groups, it is obvious that provisions referring to 
stakeholders’ consultation will mainly benefit powerful corporate lobby groups, 
especially those organised at the transatlantic level. 

 

                                                 
1
 The revised proposal consists of two parts: 

Regulatory cooperation: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2016/march/tradoc_154377.pdf  
Good regulatory practices: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2016/march/tradoc_154380.pdf  
2
 For more information on the better regulation agenda, see http://www.betterregwatch.eu/  

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2016/march/tradoc_154377.pdf
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2016/march/tradoc_154380.pdf
http://www.betterregwatch.eu/
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• The scope of the proposal is broad - as it covers almost all new and existing EU 
legislation and even non-legislative processes - and the European Commission 
and US authorities will be in the driving seat. 

 
• In the new proposal member states are no longer obliged to take part in regulatory 

cooperation, they are merely ‘encouraged’ to do so.  Civil society groups had 
warned that the original proposal would have made every new piece of national 
legislation a target for business lobby groups. 

 
• The proposal mentions that provisions for regulatory cooperation at the sectoral 

level – when different from what is in the horizontal chapter – shall prevail. While 
no text has been shared by the European Commission on sectoral regulatory 
cooperation, this covers sectors such as chemicals, for which we know that 
regulatory cooperation could be very dangerous. 

 
• The role of the advisory group is very unclear, which leaves open the option that 

this can become a strong lobby target for business groups. 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Natacha Cingotti, trade campaigner, Friends of the Earth Europe 
natacha.cingotti@foeeurope.org; +32-2-893-1023 
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