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Currently, EU countries recycle on average around 37% of their municipal waste. However, there are

large variations between the different Member States. Right now, the Netherlands recycles 63%, one

of four EU countries already recycling over 50%. Current European recycling reduces the equivalent of

158 million tonnes of CO2 annually, or like taking roughly 55 million cars off European roads.

CURRENT MUNICIPAL EU RECYCLING RATES

below 20% recycling 

between 20% and 40%

between 40% and 50%

above 50% recycling

The European Parliament is pro-
posing a 2020 50% municipal
waste recycling target for all
Member States. If passed, this
would save even more green-
house gases - 247 million tonnes
of CO2 annually, which is like
taking 8877  MMIILLLLIIOONN  CCAARRSS  OOFFFF
TTHHEE  RROOAADD every year.

And there’s even more room to
grow! If every country achieved
65 % recycling, which several
European regions have already
done, it would be like taking 110077
MMIILLLLIIOONN  CCAARRSS  OOFFFF  TTHHEE  RROOAADD
annually. So you see recycling
can make a huge difference for
our climate.

The complete study is available
at: http://www.eeb.org/activities/
waste/documents/0208Recycling
andClimateChangeFINAL.pdf

A NEW STUDY COMMISSIONED BY EEB AND FOEE EXPLAINS HOW MUCH RECYCLING BENEFITS OUR CLIMATE

Why is recycling important?

Recycling allows the efficient use of materials, reducing the environmen-
tal impacts of producing virgin materials and transporting them long dis-
tances to be used in products bought on our European shop shelves. For
example, making aluminium from recycled materials uses around 85%
less energy than making it from virgin materials.

Every opportunity to recycle!

Although the new study focuses on municipal or household waste,
the chart below shows that most of the waste generated in the EU
and EFTA comes from industrial, commercial, construction and dem-
olition sources. Once systems are in place, these types of waste are
even easier to recycle than household waste and could provide big
climate benefits.

How can recycling benefit our climate?

Energy is needed to mine, extract and produce primary materials, and
to transport them to production facilities, resulting in greater energy
use for virgin materials than recycled materials. CCrreeaattiinngg  aa  mmaatteerrii--
aallss  lloooopp  wwiitthh  rreeccyycclliinngg  iiss  tthheerreeffoorree  mmoorree  bbeenneeffiicciiaall  ffoorr  tthhee
cclliimmaattee  tthhaann  ssiimmppllyy  bbuurrnniinngg  wwaassttee  oorr  ppuuttttiinngg  iitt  iinn  llaannddffiillll..

Prevention even better than recycling

If recycling is a good option, preventing waste in the first place is
even better for the climate. Preventing the use of materials saves on
energy costs in extraction, manufacture and transport, all with big cli-
mate benefits. Unfortunately, the amount of waste we create in
Europe keeps increasing, so we need to start by at least setting a tar-
get of stabilising our waste generation. SSttaabbiilliissaattiioonn  wwoouulldd  ssaavvee
uuss  aarroouunndd  11..11  bbiilllliioonn  ttoonnnneess  ooff  ggrreeeennhhoouussee  ggaasseess  eemmiissssiioonnss
((iinn  CCOO22  eeqquuiivvaalleenntt))  bbeettwweeeenn  nnooww  aanndd  22002200..



How
recycling
can fight
climate
change

Love Recycling
RECYCLING IS AT THE INTERSECTION OF WASTE, CLIMATE
AND RESOURCE POLICY AREAS.
• Recycling enables diversion from residual waste treatment tech-

nologies (such as landfill and incineration), reducing emissions
involved in these technologies.

• Recycling reduces climate emissions through avoiding the need to
extract and process new raw materials – with the significant ben-
efits outlined in this leaflet.

• Recycling ensures that the resources remain in the economy. For
example recycling aluminium in Europe provides a reliable, local
supply of aluminium for EU businesses.

Recycling also has other important benefits:
• It is an effective way of creating jobs
• It is a popular way to involve the public in environmental action,

something that is becoming extremely important as we all need to
unite to tackle the climate challenge.

It is surprising that, with all the benefits of recycling, the EU has not
yet set any overall recycling targets for household or business
wastes.

EEB and Friends of the Earth believe that the Waste
Framework Directive revision provides a perfect opportunity
to make such changes.

EEB
The EEB is a federation of over 145 environmental citizens’ organisa-
tions based in EU Member States and most accession countries.
www.eeb.org

FoEE
Friends of the Earth Europe campaigns for sustainable and just soci-
eties and for the protection of the environment, unites more than 30
national organisations with thousands of local groups and is part of
Friends of the Earth International.
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Key NGO demands for the
Waste Framework Directive

VOTE FOR A RECYCLING SOCIETY BY ENSURING THE
WASTE FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE:

• includes an EU objective of 5500%%  mmiinniimmuumm  rreeccyycclliinngg  lleevveellss
for municipal solid waste aanndd  7700%%  ffoorr  iinndduussttrriiaall, manufac-
turing and construction and demolition waste by 2020

• includes a clear waste prevention objective, starting with sta-
bilisation of waste generation by 2012 and a mechanism for
setting with further reductions in the future

• does not allow for the re-classification of municipal iinncciinneerr--
aattoorrss  aass  aa  ‘‘rreeccoovveerryy’’  ooppeerraattiioonn

• establishes a WWaassttee  CCoonnssuullttaattiioonn  FFoorruumm to allow all
stakeholders to work together to improve the implementation
of EU waste legislation

• aavvooiiddss  aannyy  lloooopphhoolleess such as a loose definition of 'by-
products' - materials that will escape any regulation under
waste laws. Such decisions should be taken at EU level to
reduce risks to public health and the environment.

Recycling and prevention play a key role in the sustainable manage-
ment of resources and the fight against climate change. The EU is
committed to becoming a "recycling society", which requires clear
targets on waste prevention and recycling.

In 2008,

STOP THE WASTE!
VOTE FOR RECYCLING!

For more information, visit the EEB and FOEE websites at:
http://www.eeb.org/activities/waste/Index.htm
http://www.foeeurope.org/activities/waste_management/

Contacts:
Nathalie Cliquot, European Environmental Bureau
nathalie.cliquot@eeb.org
Dr Michael Warhurst, Friends of the Earth Europe
michael.warhurst@foe.co.uk


